Thinking about ‘Waging Peace” by JohnLeonad

This week | read an article about Karen Hughes
who is the Unde Secretary of State for Public
Diplomacy and Public Affairs a the State
Depatment. Her job is to promote America and its
good works in a hogile world. O view my job as
waging peace,Oshe said in a recent interview with
Parade Magazine. After reading the article, | was
struck by the thoughtQvaging peaceOand how that
contrasted with my thoughs on the war on terror.

| wondeed to myself, what is a ChiistianOgole in
the war on terror? To get an answer, | turned to the
following article aboutthis subject. In particular, the
second point abou violence affi rmed that the action
tha Karen Hughes is taking to change a world view
of our naion is more in line with the teachings
mentioned in the paragraph jug preceding his third
point. While the commentary by CJ Spragueiis a
few years old, its points serve to remind us tha we
have a responsbility to take action according to our
mission statement and tha we are part of a church
with a mission, a mission described in detail in the
opening article. Read the commentary by CJ
Sprague the article abou Karen Hughes, re-read the
We Have a Mission article, and you will know tha
Methodists are on the right tract. The Commentary
by C. dseph Sraguefollows.

Regarding the topic:

What is the Christian role in the war on terror?

| chalenge three assumptions abreast in today's
church in the United States and findng voice in
church publications Theassumptions are these:

1. That the present war in Afghanistan finds
validationin the"just war" theory;

2. That the November Pastord Letter of the
Courtil of Bishops of The United Methodist Churc
lacks theologica indght; and,

3. That the tepid theological and politica midde
ground is where the vast mgority of Christians are
and should be regarding the war and other related
iSsues.

| contend that the "jus war" criteria of
proportionality and discrimination have not been and
are not being met in this war. My assertion based on
these fects:

- The body count of noncombatants in
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Afghanistan equas the number of people killed by
terrorists on September 11;

- The presence in 118 Afghanistan locations of
14,000U.S. clugster bombs whose bright hues attract
children to their maiming and killing power; and

- The further devastation of a bleak landscape in
the unsuccessful hurt for Osama bin Laden and his
henchmen.

The Church historicdly has said that a war is just
only when al seven criteria of the "just war" theory
are met beforeand durngawar. Clearly, thisis not the
case in Afghanistan.

Further, the "just war" theory is to be employed
only after al nonmilitary means for seeking peace
with jugtice have been exhausted. The rush to war in
Afghanistan hardly allowed for non-military meansto
be employed before the killing began. Tha this nation
intendsto fight and expand this war is undeniable. But
that such behavior should be blessed by the Church
under therubiic of a"just war" fliesin the face of the
correct application ofthis historic theory.

Second, | knowingly initiated the action that dtered
the originad language of the bishops pastord letter.
My motion changed our condemnation of terrorism in
particular to a refutation of violence in general. The
Courtil of Bishops statement condemns violence in
al its virulent forms, includng acts of terrorism.
Surdy any thinking, feding and loving person, let
aonre Christians who have been taught that every war
is a civil war and tha each human being is a gift of
God, knows that acts of terrorism are heinous wrongs
to be opposed urequivocally.

However, to fal to conrect horrific acts of terrorism
with a culture of violence and a climate that fosters
death-deding machinationsis myopic at best.

Monstrous situationsbeget mongrous deeds There
Is a direct conrection between the horor of Sept. 11
and the fallure of this nation to broke a just peacein
the Middle East. Thereis a direct conrection between
the sensdless killings in New York and Washington
and the estimated desths of 5,0001Iraqgi civilians each
month since the Gulf War ended because of the U.S.
imposed embargo. There is a direct conrection
between the hatred of much of the angry and
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frustrated Islamic world for the West and the
presence of the Western 4M's - MTV, Militarism,
McDondd's and Michelob - wherever they look.

Surely perceptive Christians see the link between
caloused killings by terrorists and state-sanctioned
violence around the globe, includng this nation's
embrace of capita punishment, its rush to
incarcerate yourg men of color and a proposed
national budget that elevates military might to the
status of a god. Why do we wonde tha many
Muslims hate our "Chiistian” values?

The Bible and tradition teach that the Church is
to be a harbinger of a radicadly different way, a new
order that was glimpsed in Jesus and is anticipated
on earth as it is in heaven. This is the Church's
compdling vison, tha for which we yearn and that
which we are to teach, preach and embody. | fail to
see how an uncritical embrace of the current war
hysteria resonates with the teachings and example of
Jesus or honoss either the pacifism of the first four
centuries of the early Churdh or the rightful
application ofthe "just war" theory.

Third, it is no smal thing to walk on eggs and
crack nore. This is adrat ingtitutional maneuvering,
if not aself-serving and rather smug way to clam the
midde as sacred while assigning to the edges egg-
breaking maevolence. "If only the bishops would
recognize and reflect the broad midde, tha solid core
of collective wisdom," is the oft-stated argument.

| dissent from such poppycock. God's arm
adways bendstoward love, mercy and judice. In the
long run, God is the ruler yet. The biblicd God
dways asks, "Where were my people when they
were needed most?' Too often, we are found sitting
smugly and quietly in the safe midde - picking
blackberries, as the poet once noted. United
Methodists who sit in the midde today, ether
actively supporting thewar or quietly acquiescing in
the face of blatant war hysteria, would do well to
struggle with our durch's Socid Principles.

Supporters of the war are correct to a degree.
The United Methodist Book of Discipline does say,
"Some of us believe tha war, and other acts of

violence, are never acceptable to Christians. We dso
Condudesin therightcolumn
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acknowledge tha most Christians regretfully redlize
that, when peaceful aternatives have faled, the force
of ams may be preferable to unchecked
aggression..."But, the Discipline does not stop
there. It continues, "We bedlieve war is incompatible
with the teachings and examples of Chiist. We
therefore rgect war as a usud instrument of nationa
foreign policy and indst that the first moral duty of
dl nations is to resolve by peaceful means every
dispute that arises..."

Thebishops' pastora letter reflects current United
Methodist Churdh teaching accurately, if not
courageoudy. From my perspective it simply does
not go far enowh in claming tha teaching and
condemning an unwise and unust war.

| say to those who would hide in the silent center,
while the war continues and a debate abou it is
treated as unpatriotic, that history reminds us that
the silence of good people provides space for evil to
take roat andgrow.

At the time of the writing of this article, Bishop C.
Joseph Sprague was serving as Episcopal leader of
the Chicago Area of The United Methodist Church,

True meekness is power under cortrol. E
Do notconfuse meekness with weakness.
Reverend SonHye Kim — 28 January 2007
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and 3, have lived in the San Luis Obispo area since
1993. My hobbkes are knitting, working crossword
puzles, and Oating outO.My favorite dessert is
anything chowlate or sweet. My favorite hymn is
GGreat is thy FaithfulnessO Two praise songs are
(Everyday is the Day of ThanksgivingDand Orhe
Joy of the Lord Is My StrenghO My favorite
scripture, Romans 8:28, is the verse tha has meant
so much to me since it was read at MarthaOsuneral.

The people of FUMCHUB have suppated and
encouraged me with their love, kindness, concern,
and hdpfulness over the years. The church and its
pastors have provided oppotunities to experience
and grow in my relationship and love of God the
Father, Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit through
Sunday school, smal groups retreats, annud
conferences, and church services.
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ordaned man or woman. But for United Methodists,
al of God® peopleN children, youth, and adultsN

are caled to be ministers. Mog of these people are
laityN baptized Christians of all ages who minister
in forma and informal ways within the church and
beyond t.

In The United Methodist Churd, we have two
expressions of ordaned clergy, who are aso
ministers:

Deacons Men and women ordaned by a bishopto
a lifelong ministry of Service and Word\
especialy in leading and supporing baptized
Christians in ther varied ministries in the
worldE.

Elders: Women and men ordained by a bishopto a
lifelong ministry of Service, Word, Sacrament
and OrderN tha is, to serve, presch, teach,
administer the sacraments, and orde the life of
the churdh forits mission.

Thoughour gifts vary widely, weOredl| called to and
engaged in the one ministry of Jesus Christ. Some
aspects of our ministry are easy and come naurdly.
Some are difficult, involving long haurs tough
work, perhgos with conflict, perhaps with
disappointing results. Wha drives us? What keeps
us going? The list includes at least these three
things

The memory of JesusOlife of service to others,
which ingpires usto follow him in ministry;

the assurance of GodOgraciouslove for us, which
empowers usto love others;

the promise of GodOsoming régn on arth, which
draws usinto action drected toward this vision.

LetOs be more specific. Where does ministry
happen?

It happens in our daily activity. For those who are
alert to the needs of others, each day aboundswith
opporunities to serve. We minister with our families
as we inquire about oneanotherOdives, as we listen
and respondwith care, as we toud, as we smile and
offer a kind word, and as we decide questions and
recondle conflicts. We take time to listen to a friend
in need and we respond;this is often the greatest gift
we can offer. We minister at work, to both co-
workers and thoe we serve. We minister in the
neghborhoodor the shopsas we go about the dayO:
work.

Mission concludes in the right column
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It happens through new initiatives. We also go out
of our way to minister. We hear of a need, read of a
crisis, or see an opporunity to share GodOdove. It
may be with someone across town, someone of
another racial or economic group, a peson with a
disability, or aperson of anather nation or culture. We
take time to call, to visit, to write, and to ask how we
can hdp. We also take thetime to respond

It happens through groups and institutions. Many
needs are best met by joining forces with others. We
take part in community groupsthat are trying to serve
human need or trying to change sodal forces tha
cause suffering. We give our time, our energy, and
our money. Thoughothers in these organizationsmay
not think of it this way, for usitO<ChristOsninistry.

It happens through the church. Through our
support and our contributons we paticipae in the
far-flung ministries of The United Methodist
ChurdN in our district and annud conference, across
the naion, and around the world. Here in our
congregation we take part in service groups we sign
up for special action projects, we visit, we telephorg,
we lead, and we teach. And we minister face-to-face
in al kindsof ways, bath when we gaher and in our
informal contacts.

Inspired by the example of Jesus and empowered
by GodOdove for us we all carry out our ministry,

both individually and togeher with athers.
Excerpt from The United Methodist Membe®@ Handbook by
George Koehler (Discipleship Resources, Rev. 2006), p. 18-19.

Think about it; how can you minister? Wha can
you do to follow this ministry message? Will you join
with thoe around you, with those in this
congragydion, to provide a ministry? The Vitd
Covenant committee and the Courtil on Ministries
are bran storming ways in which we can reach out
and fulfill our Methodst calling Qo be in servant
ministry with and to others.OBe a part of it.. Whether
it be in the churah office, writing a letter, writing a
devotiond, sharing your stories, folding a newdletter,
or surfing the web for ministry idess, you are GodO
hands on this earth, at this time. DonOtwait to be
asked to help, but ask how you can hdp. Take tha
step with Jesusat your side and tell oneof those listed
on thefirst page tha you ae ready to minister.



Do You Know a Rosie? By JohnLeonad

A new Rose the Riveter
World War 1l Home Front
Nationd Historical Park
will rise from the former
Kaiser shipyards and other
wartime indudrid and
community Sites in
Richmond, Cdifornia as a
result of President Clinton
having sigred into law on
Octobe 25, 2000,
legidation by Congressman George Miller (D-
Martinez) to establish the park to record the stories
of the women who changed the way this county
looked & therole of women.

One of the first priorities of the Rosie the
Riveter World War 1l Home Front Nationd
Historical Part is to record the experience and
stories of the people who lived and worked on the
home front during World War 1l. These people's
memories provide us with a wealth of information
about the workplace, indugria progesses, sodal
movements and home life during this time of rapid
change

Information is available in the Narthex, on the
web <www.rodetheriveter.org>, or by calling 1-
800-497-6743.

Loveispaient, loveiskind.
It does notenvy, it does notboast, it is notproud.
It isnotrude it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angeed, it keepsno record of wongs
- [ Corinthians 13:4,)|

Lids Away by Dorothy Kelly

FUMCHUB folks collected 389 Yoplait yogurt
lids for the semi-annud (Bave Lidsto Save LivesC
progran. 2006 marks the ninth year of YoplaitO:
Save Lids to Save Lives progran. Twice a year
Yoplait strives to reach our semi-annual maximum
dondion of $1.5million. With our 389lidsat $0.10
pe lid, we hdped them reach the total 2006
maximum dondion of $3 million to the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundaion. Thank you and
remember to pray for al thos undeagoing
treatment.

Wanted: Bibles New and Used by Dorothy Kelly
“.. My word ...shall not return to Me void, But it
shall accomplish what I please...for which I sent
it.” (Isaiah 55:11)

Do you know there are Christians who have
NEVER owned a Bible, do you know there are
some churdhes tha share a SINGLE Bible? Do you,
your family or friends have EXTRA or unusd
Bibles? Bethany Bible Fellowship wants bibles,
whatever the condition, for ther February Bible
Outreach Drive. Bethany Bible Fellowship will take
al Bibles to ChidrenOsNetwork Internaional
(CNI) for free ddivery to countiesin Africa, India,
Romania, and Quaemaa

<www.bethanybiblefellowship.org>

For FUMCHUB to be a pat of this outreach, we
need each houshold to check around for unusd,
extra Engish Bibles and we will need avolunteer to
ddiver the collected Bibles to Bethany Fellowship
on Februay 26" or 27". Please contact John
Leonad if you will be able to ddivery the
collections Bring your doationsto worship srvice
on one of these Sundys 4" 11" or 18"
Remember: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a
light to my path.” Psalms 119:105

Blessed are the poor n irit,

for thers is the kingdomof heaven.
Blessed are thoe who nourn,

for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek,

for they will inheit the earth.
Blessed are thos who hunge and thirst for

righteousess, for they will befilled.
DPMathew 5:3-6]

Jean McKee's Retirement Celebration

Please join the retirement celebraion for Jean
McKee. which will be hdd on Sunday, Februay
25" 2007, 3-5 pm a Garden Grove United
Methodist Churd, Acker Hall, 12741 Main St
Garden Grove Contibutionstoward her retirement
gifts can be made out to Fullerton First UMC and
mailed to Gaylen Rog 1838 Catlen Dr. Placentia,
CA, 92870. Please attend this celebraion as we
thank Jean for her 27 years of service in the Santa
AnaDistrict office!



Feed Your Spirit Everyday
by Reverend SonHye Kim

In the churdhes | served, | always made a Bible
Reading Schedule and encouraged people to read
the Bible everyday. One church membe had the
schedule and read the Bible during her break time
at work. Her boss saw her reading the Bible and
said, QVlethod sts are nat known for not reading the
Bible. Youare an unusial kind of
Methodist. OWhen she came and
shared the story with me | said, \
OrhaOsottrue. O

Is it true or not true for you?
We donOtead the Bible to have a
good reputation. It, however, is important to be a
good example as a Chrigtian. Bible reading is a
good Christian discipline, throughwhich we grow
in our faith. God shows us who He is throughthe
Bible. He gives us a roadmap tha leadsusto live
as faithful and obalient believers. He grants us
wisdomand discernment throughthe Bible.

The Bible Reading Schedule was endosed in
last monthO=Beacon but | heard that some of you
didnOreceive it. | am enclosing the schedule this
month. Please read the Bible everyday according to
this schedule by starting your reading from the day
you receive the schedule. You can catch up with
what you missed when you have time. If not, it is
okay to miss thereading forthe day.

I hopeand pra that your irit will be fed, your
knowledge of God will increase and you will
experience GodOgransforming power in your life
when you read GodOswords God horors thos
who honor Him. Reading the Bible is oneway of
honoring God. Let us be Bible reading, spiritudly
growing, God-honorng Methodists.

1t is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. B

1 Corinthians 13:5

Stewards Needed

We need volunteers to staff the office from 9
am D1 pmonMonda, Tuesday, and Wednesday.
Please contact Reverend Kim if you are available
to hdp one every two weeks. A steward is also
needed to serve on the Outreach Conmmittee. This
group meets three times a year and corresponds
with those we support overseas. They also work
with local groups

A Vision for FUMCHUB by John Leonad

A Vital Covenant Committee, JohnL., Sarah M,
Marge M., and Virginia T., met for several hourson
Sunday, 7 Januay, to complete the District required
Self-assessment for our Churd. These three gods
were set for our drch:

a. Make a Vision Statement to be completed by

April 2007.

b. Increase membership from 20060ser increase the

Sunday worship srvice atendance

c. Participate in outreach ministries to increase
attendance and membership. This will be
measured by events paticipaed held after July

2006.

The Coundgl on Ministries (COM) met on 23
Januay and discussed the gods set in the Vital
Covenant with members suggesting actions and
activities to accomplish theses gods. In the next few
months, you will be hearing more about this repott
and the gods. A copies of the report and the COM
Minutes will be poded in the Narthex on the bulletin
boad and beavailable in the Churd office.

Our Mission Statement is listed on the front page
of this Beacon. When you read it, you will see it
guides us in the now. It states what we are doing
currently. The three gods set forth in the Vita
Covenant should hdp us achieve our Mission. The
Vison statement we need to create, on the other
hand, should express our future self or where we
want to be in, say, five years. Where would you like
to see FUMCHUB be in five years? What is your
vison for UMCHUBG future? Pray on his.

Please consder contacting a COM member with
your suggestionsfor a Vision statement or wordsyou
would like to see induded in the satement.

A Reminder to Committee Chairpersons

As the Coundl on Ministries has completed the
first phase of the Covenant for Vital Ministry,
committee chairpersons are reminded to write a
summary of the activity of your committee in 2006.
In the report from each of the groupslisted on the
first page be sure to list the members of the
committee and give a description of the activities
and/or events the spon®red, co-sponsred, or
organized. If possible, submt the report in the
churd office typed thereportin 12 pont Times New
Roman fontto facilitate the assembling ofthe report



Outreach: Mission to Mississippi by JohnLeonad
Michagl Santillan will be joining By the Numbers: January Attendance

fifty other United Methodists Sunday  Children’s ,
from the Santa Ana & Santa " SCHOOL CHURCH Worship
Barbara Districts from April 7" | <Jnuay 7 9 12 59
throughApril 14" on a misson | Januay 14/ 12 / 53
to Waveland, Mississippi, to | Buay2l 16 10 80
help rebuild this town devastated | Uy 28" 10 6 78

in thewake of hurricane Katrina

It will cog approximately $700

for Michadl to go onthis outreach work trip. In Mississippi, an estimated 211lives were log and the towns of

Waveland and Pass Christian were virtually wiped out The United Methodist ChurchOshistoric Gulfside

Assembly in Waveland suffered catastrophic damage. Gulfside was opened in 1923as aretreat and recreation

center for African Americanswho were not permitted to use mog resorts in the segregated South, and it later

became a retreat center for the entire church. Hopdully, we will have a presentation aboutthis mission later

in the month. Watch for details. In the meantime, youcan be supporive in two ways.

1. Prayers. add Michael and the United Methodists going with him to your prayer list. Pray tha their travel
will be pleasant, the rebuild successful, and their rewards many.

2. Make adonaion by putting money in a pew envdope Mark the envelope QHelping Hands- Mississippi
TripO Thiswill hdp cover the plane fare and wntribute to the groupOmeals.

For more information about the area and UMCOQOsefforts in rebuilding, links are available on our webste

unde the outreach and @ventsOtab.
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